
Wicomico County Special Education Citizens Advisory Committee (SECAC) 

April 22, 2021 Zoom Meeting 

The meeting was opened by SECAC Co-chairs, LaVon Adkins and Sarah 

Edwards. SECAC Student Ambassador, Emily Scott, read the mission statement. 

Minutes to the February 25, 2021 meeting were presented for committee approval 

by SECAC Secretary, Dr. Anne Anderson, and were approved with a consensus of 

all present, on a motion by Bonnie Walston and seconded by Tina Thomas. 

First on the agenda was Beth Sheller, Family Engagement Specialist for Wicomico 

County Schools. Mrs. Sheller began by sharing that WCPS Virtual Summer 

Engagement is available on the WCBOE website and Facebook page and is 

available in multiple languages. Summer learning experiences give the building 

blocks for family involvement and help students improve self-esteem. Please see 

the attached PowerPoint for guidance on available offerings by grade level, 

including the Pinehurst Special Needs Camp, the Magnet Summer Enrichment 

Camp, the T. A. D. Summer Creativity Camp, and more! 

Bonnie Walston, Director of Special Education and Psychological Services, 

encouraged families to complete the 10 minute Annual Parent Survey, as 

participation in the survey has been low and it is important to get feedback. The 

Special Education Leadership team reports struggling to have families complete 

the survey, and Patti Brown Adkins asked whether they can call families to 

encourage and help with participation, and Ms. Walston was supportive, saying 

that they will do whatever it takes to help families give their feedback. Sarah 

Edwards suggested that case managers call on families, text them or do Class Dojo 

and share the link to the survey. Patti Adkins proposed prize incentives to 

encourage survey completion. LaVon Adkins recommended that survey goals be 

communicated to parents to increase survey completion. 

Ms. Walston reported that the school week would continue to have 4 days of in-

person instruction through the fourth marking period. The Maryland State Audit is 

wrapping up and Ms.Walston thanked Lynne Smoak and Jonathan Bailey for their 

help. Ms. Walston shared that there are 6 positions to be filled in the Special 

Education Department due to retirements. 



Lynne Smoak gave an update on the Access, Equity and Progress grant, reporting 

for Holly Hatton, and stating the grant is on target. Funding through the grant 

provides training for paraprofessionals and teachers. 850 students have been 

identified for consideration of compensatory education and recovery services due 

to the potential negative impact of Covid-19, which includes a loss/reduction of 

access to services. The grant helps compensate for what the school district could 

not do during the pandemic – students who have experienced a reduction of IEP 

services through the pandemic are given assistance. 

Patti Adkins reported that Birth to Five services remain virtual. The staff is 

utilizing a parent coaching model to help instruct and inform parents to better serve 

their children who have special needs. There has been much positive feedback 

from parents and the staff feels that progress with the parent coaching model has 

been better than ever. In addition, a grant is being written to provide for a Haitian-

Creole interpreter to work with families to overcome cultural boundaries in an 

effort to better serve students. There is collaboration among services from the Judy 

Center and with summer program coordinators to bridge and build school 

readiness. 

The Goals for SECAC were read by Dr. Anne Anderson (see attachment), then she 

asked for committee input on refining the goals going forward. Multiple parents 

spoke up about difficulties with navigating the WCBOE website. With 

communication being an integral element of building bridges between homes and 

schools, parents feel strongly that the SECAC needs to report problems using the 

Board website to our school board. 

Tina Thomas, the Equity Vaccination Coordinator for Wicomico County, shared 

that Pfizer and Moderna vaccines are available for anyone 18 and older @ the old 

Tuesday Morning location in the Twilley Center. Flyers are available in multiple 

languages to inform those eligible for vaccination and there is much effort 

underway to reach vulnerable populations. On April 26, there will be a Vaccination 

Hesitancy Webinar to dispel vaccine myths and to give vaccine facts - registration 

is open and participation is free. 

Marlon Jones reported that there is a Summer Youth Program catering to high 

school juniors to help them access employment opportunities. Upcoming events 



were shared as listed on the meeting agenda. Everyone was thanked for their 

participation and the meeting was adjourned.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Dr. Anne Anderson 


